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ANALYSIS OF THE REMARKABLE CONCENTRATION OF 
MIGRATORY SHOREBIRDS IN HOPKINS AND McLEAN COUNTIES, 
MAY 2011 
 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Eddie Huber 
 
 During the spring of 2011, much of the eastern United States received a record amount 
of precipitation; six states in the Mississippi and Ohio River drainages (Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia) experienced their wettest month of April 
ever, while three more (Arkansas, Missouri, and Tennessee) experienced “much above nor-
mal” precipitation during the month (National Climatic Data Center [NCDC] 2012; Fig. 1). 
The abnormal precipitation resulted in record flooding on the Mississippi River as well as 
some of the tributaries of the Ohio River. Exacerbating conditions along the Mississippi 
River was an abnormally abrupt snow melt from its upper watershed (NCDC 2012). In 
Kentucky, like surrounding states, the peak in abnormal rainfall occurred from mid-April to 
mid-May. All of the state’s major rivers flooded for several weeks, resulting in widespread 
damage (NCDC 2012).  
 
 
 
The Green River Watershed 
 
 The Green River watershed lies almost completely within south-central Kentucky (the 
remainder lies in a small portion of northern Tennessee) with headwaters in the eastern 
Highland Rim Section of the Interior Low Plateaus Physiographic Province. The stream has 
a drainage area of approximately 9610 mi2 (24,890 km2) (Kentucky State Nature Preserves 
Commission 1986) and flows westward to Mammoth Cave National Park before meander-
ing northwestward to its mouth at the Ohio River just upstream from Henderson, Kentucky. 
The portion of the Green River that passes through the Shawnee Hills region (often referred 
to as the Western Coalfield) contains a relatively wide floodplain that varies from about 0.5 
mi (0.8 km) to 5.6 mi (9.0 km) in width in the lower reaches. A majority of the Green River 
floodplain in the Shawnee Hills region has been converted to row-crop agricultural use, 
with most of the area used to raise corn and soybeans. 
 
_________________________________________________________________
 
Fig. 1. Map of Percent of Normal Precipitation, 1-30 April 2011. (NCDC 2012). 
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 Some of the most expansive areas of floodplain occur where major tributaries empty 
into the mainstem. One such area lies along either side of the Hopkins County/McLean 
County line southwest of the community of Rumsey, where two tributaries to the Pond 
River (one of the largest tributaries of the Green River) enter within 2 mi (3.2 km) upstream 
from its mouth at the Green River. The lower portion of Cypress Creek parallels the Green 
River for about 10 mi (16 km) and enters Pond River from the east while Otter Creek enters 
the Pond River from the west. The lower floodplains of all of these streams form a 
relatively expansive flat, low-lying area that is very susceptible to flooding.  
 Flood stage for the Green River on the Calhoun, Kentucky, river level gage is 23.0 
feet; “moderate” flood stage is considered 26.0 feet; and “major” flood stage is considered 
32.0 feet (National Weather Service [NWS] 2012). During the spring of 2011, the Green 
River reached flood stage at Calhoun 14 April (NWS 2012). The river rose slowly during 
the subsequent three weeks, cresting at 11 feet above flood stage (34.01 ft) at Calhoun 7 
May (NWS 2012; Table 1). A steady drop in water level then occurred for the next two 
weeks until it finally dropped back below flood stage 23 May (NWS 2012). 
 At the height of the flooding, at least 200 mi2 (518 km2) were under water in the 
vicinity of Rumsey and Calhoun (Fig. 2), and most of the state and county highways in the 
area were inundated and impassable. However, soon after the river began dropping, access 
to the area began to improve. The network of county roads in the area allowed for relatively 
good access to many excellent spots where shorebirds were feeding in McLean County; 
access was not as good in eastern Hopkins County. 
 
Waterbird Observations 
 
 The authors were unaware of the extent of the flooding in this area until we visited 
McLean County 15 May 2011 in an attempt to see the flock of Black-bellied Whistling-
Ducks (Dendrocygna autumnalis) that was reported a few miles south of Rumsey 14 May 
2011 by Melissa and John Gaither (Palmer-Ball and McNeely 2011). In addition to seeing 
the flock of Whistling-Ducks, we also found shorebirds to be scattered about. Because the 
receding floodwaters were present during an excellent time for spring migratory shorebirds, 
we returned to the area two more times: 20 May 2011 with Mark Monroe and 23-24 May 
2011. During these three visits, we recorded 21 species of shorebirds and recorded new one-
day high counts of several species for the state. 
 Details of observations from our three trips to this area during May 2011 are summar-
ized in the Spring Season 2011 report in Vol. 87, No. 3 of The Kentucky Warbler (Palmer-
Ball and McNeely 2011). However, some of the more noteworthy observations are repeated 
below (all occurred in McLean County unless noted as in Hopkins County). Highlights of 
our 15 May trip included 4 Ruddy Turnstones (Arenaria interpres), 8 Sanderlings (Calidris 
alba), and 42 Black Terns (Chlidonias niger), the last in Hopkins County.  
 Highlights from our 20 May trip with Mark Monroe included a new one-day state high 
count of 137 Black-bellied Plovers (Pluvialis squatarola) (both counties) in groups of 1 to 
51; 3 Black-necked Stilts (Himantopus mexicanus); 4 Ruddy Turnstones in Hopkins Coun-
ty; a new state one-day high count of 1020 Dunlin (Calidris alpina) including a single 
group of at least 512 individuals in Hopkins County; at least 2 Sanderlings in Hopkins 
County; and 2 Red-necked Phalaropes (Phalaropus lobatus). 
 Our final trip 23-24 May resulted in the greatest numbers and diversity of birds and 
included a remarkable concentration of shorebirds in the vicinity of the KY 85 crossing of 
Cypress Creek about 1.5 mi west of the community of Buttonsberry, McLean County. In 
view from one spot was a minimum of 4000 shorebirds, mostly Semipalmated Sandpipers 
(Calidris pusilla) and Dunlin. A large loafing group was present on an “island” of open 
ground  north of  the  highway  and  east of  the  creek  crossing.  From  this loafing area, birds  
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Fig. 2. Representation of extent of flooding along the Green River and several of 
its tributaries during May 2011 in McLean and western Hopkins Counties. 
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were seen trading back and forth to foraging areas up to at least 0.75 mi (1.2 km) away, 
mostly to the southwest. During the afternoon of 24 May, we were joined by Jamie Baker 
and John Meredig. Jamie was present with us to witness a mass exodus of most of the 4000 
birds as an adult Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) zoomed across the roosting area and 
wiped the flats completely clean of birds in just a few minutes. Four thousand birds abso-
lutely vanished in the blink of an eye; some flocks could be seen swirling way up in the sky 
while others retreated to favored feeding areas, mostly to the southwest. After nearly an 
hour, many of the birds still had not returned, and the Peregrine was observed devouring a 
shorebird some distance south of the creek crossing. 
 Highlights from the general area 23-24 May included a Common Gallinule (Gallinula 
galeata) 24 May; good numbers of Black-bellied Plovers; a tardy American Golden-Plover 
(Pluvialis dominica) present both days; a new one-day state high count of 1100-1300 
Semipalmated Plovers (Charadrius semipalmatus) 24 May; at least 15 Black-necked Stilts, 
including  some  pairs courting, 24 May; a  tardy  Upland Sandpiper (Bartarmia longicauda)  
 
Table 1. Historical Crests of the Green River at Calhoun, McLean County (NWS 2012). 
 
Rank River Stage (ft) 
Date of 
Crest  Rank
River Stage
(ft) Date of Crest 
1 43.75 1/27/1937  33 29.40 1/30/1933 
2 42.40 1/30/1937  34 29.20 4/25/1940 
3 36.80 1/01/1913  35 29.20 2/19/1946 
4 36.30 1/16/1950  36 28.99 4/10/2008 
5 34.37 3/11/1997  37 28.81 3/16/1967 
6 34.01 5/07/2011  38 28.50 5/26/1953 
7 33.97 3/10/1962  39 28.20 1/27/1959 
8 33.96 3/17/1964  40 28.02 12/18/2007 
9 33.60 3/08/1945  41 27.93 2/25/2003 
10 33.37 2/24/1989  42 27.72 3/12/2011 
11 32.90 4/07/1935  43 27.50 3/24/2008 
12 32.90 2/11/1939  44 27.47 1/29/1999 
13 32.60 2/25/1956  45 27.30 4/15/1942 
14 32.50 3/31/1952  46 27.22 4/19/2011 
15 32.47 12/16/1978  47 27.20 3/17/1994 
16 32.40 5/15/1984  48 27.10 3/10/1934 
17 32.30 3/27/1943  49 27.01 3/27/2002 
18 32.30 2/24/1949  50 26.29 1/12/2005 
19 32.20 3/29/1955  51 26.05 4/06/1970 
20 32.20 2/06/1932  52 25.60 4/17/1944 
21 32.00 1/21/1951  53 25.30 4/19/1994 
22 31.46 5/10/2010  54 24.80 2/01/1994 
23 31.20 5/08/1983  55 24.75 2/14/2008 
24 31.14 3/20/1975  56 24.51 5/13/2009 
25 31.10 11/27/1957  57 24.30 1/08/1947 
26 30.71 3/13/1961  58 23.98 6/04/2004 
27 30.40 4/16/1979  59 23.90 3/05/1987 
28 30.30 2/22/1948  60 23.81 12/21/1996 
29 30.10 4/15/1936  61 23.80 4/22/1998 
30 30.01 1/18/1974  62 23.55 1/26/1982 
31 29.84 1/05/1991  63 23.20 11/24/1988 
32 29.42 2/19/1990     
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in Hopkins County 24 May; 14 & 19 Ruddy Turnstones 23 & 24 May, respectively (some 
in Hopkins County both days); at least 15 Sanderlings (5 in Hopkins County) 24 May; a 
new one-day state high count of 3000-3200 Semipalmated Sandpipers 24 May; at least 700 
Dunlin 23 May with at least 800 counted 24 May; a state-first confirmed spring report for 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites subrificollis) with one photographed 23 May and re-
markably two present 24 May; at least 20 Stilt Sandpipers (Calidris himantopus) both days; 
a tardy Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus) both days; a Red-necked Phalarope 
both days; and a Least Tern (Sternula antillarum) 24 May. 
 
Discussion 
 
 A review of historical hydrologic data for the Green River (NWS 2012) indicates that 
the river has crested at or above the flood stage of 23.0 ft at Calhoun on 63 occasions in 56 
of the 100 years since 1913 (Table 1). The 2011 crest was the sixth highest recorded since 
1913; the record crest of 43.75 feet was recorded 27 January 1937 (Table 1). Major floods 
have occurred along the Green River at Calhoun 23 times since 1913 or roughly once every 
four years, while moderate floods have occurred 52 times or roughly once every two years.  
 This frequency of flooding would suggest that spring concentrations of migratory 
shorebirds might occur somewhat regularly in this area; however, an analysis of the dates of 
flood events reveals that 40 (63%) have occurred during the months of January, February 
and March, when large numbers of migratory shorebirds are not present. Only 17 flood 
events (27%) have occurred during the peak of spring shorebird migration during April (11) 
and May (6). Still, this suggests that on the order of once every four years there is the poten-
tial to observe good numbers of migratory shorebirds in this area. The 2011 flood event was 
the highest that has occurred during either month, although the other May crests that 
occurred during 1953, 1983, 1984, 2009 and 2010 likely produced good shorebirding in the 
same area. Periods of flooding during the winter and early spring months might be more 
productive for observing migratory waterfowl. 
 The presence of an abundance of open, agricultural land in a flood-prone area suggests 
that future shorebird concentrations will be present during periods of receding floodwaters 
in this area. Birders are encouraged to watch river flow data for the Green River during 
periods of abnormal rainfall, especially during spring, and visit the area. 
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SUMMER SEASON 2012 
 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Lee McNeely 
 
 Weather conditions during June and July 2012 were overall warmer and drier than 
normal. Average temperatures during June were close to normal, although the last few days 
were very hot, and record highs of 105°F., 108°F., and 110°F. were reported at Louisville, 
Paducah, and Bowling Green, respectively, 29 June. Temperatures during July continued to 
be warmer than normal statewide, with Paducah recording 28 days during the month with a 
high of greater than 90°F. Precipitation was much lower than normal during June, espe-
cially in southern and western Kentucky, where Paducah and Bowling Green received less 
than one-fourth the normal rainfall during the month. During July, precipitation continued 
to be below normal in most parts of the state, especially across the far west, where Paducah 
received only one-half of normal rainfall. Rarity highlights included Black-bellied Whist-
ling-Duck, Wood Stork, and Purple Gallinule. This year’s Least Tern nesting season 
appeared to be relatively successful.  
 Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these 
reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports 
of out-of-season birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic 
documentation. This documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee 
(KBRC). Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are 
reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. 
 Abbreviations – County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/” 
symbol is used in place of “and”; “ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the 
observation was documented with photograph(s); “vt.” next to an observer’s initials 
indicates that the observation was documented on videotape; “†” next to an observer’s 
initials indicates that written details were submitted with the report; ad(s). = adult(s); juv(s). 
= juvenile(s); m. ob. = multiple observers; Place names: Blood River = Blood River 
embayment of Kentucky Lake, Calloway; Falls of the Ohio = Jefferson; Fishing Creek = 
Fishing Creek embayment Lake Cumberland, Pulaski; Kuttawa = Lake Barkley at Kuttawa, 
Lyon; Ky Lake = Kentucky Lake, Marshall (unless otherwise noted); Melco = Melco flood 
retention basin, Jefferson; Minor Clark = Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan; Rock Bridge 
= Rock Bridge Loop Trail, Daniel Boone National Forest, Wolfe; Sauerheber = Sauerheber 
Unit Sloughs WMA, Henderson; SNP = State Nature Preserve; WMA = Wildlife Manage-
ment Area. 
 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck – 2 (a pair?) 
were present at a pond on the nw. side of 
Elizabethtown, Hardin, 23 June–20 July 
(ph. TS, et al.). KBRC review required. 
 
Ring-necked Duck – a male on the Ohio 
River just above Uniontown Dam, Union, 
13 July (ph. CCr) may have been sum-
mering. 
 
Lesser Scaup – 12 lingering at Kuttawa 12 
June (JS) were likely injured. 
 
Red-breasted Merganser – 2 loafing along 
the w. end of Kentucky Dam, Marshall, 
12 June (ph. JS) were very tardy or sum-
mering. 
 
Common Loon – there were two reports: 1 
on Ky Lake above the dam 12 June (JS) 
and 1 on Ky Lake at White Beach, Cal-
loway, 21 July (ph. HC, ME). 
 
Pied-billed Grebe – 1 lingered at Pond 
Creek Marsh, Sauerheber, to at least 12 
June (CCr); 1 on Lake Nevin, Bernheim 
Forest, Bullitt, 29 July (SD) was likely an 
early migrant. 
 
Wood Stork – there were two reports: 4 
near the s. end of Flat Lake Swamp, Boat-
wright WMA, Ballard, 23-24 July (RC, 
ph. GB, KK); and 1 at Anchorage, Jeffer-
son, 30 July (JBe, ph. PB) into August (m. 
ob.). KBRC review required. 
 
Double-crested Cormorant – small num-
bers were reported at the following loca-
tions where breeding has not been docu-
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mented: 1 on the Ohio River at Russell, 
Greenup, 3 June (CCh); 1-2 on the Casey 
Creek embayment of Green River Lake, 
Adair, during the season (RD); 2 at Lake 
Reba, Madison, 24 June (AN); 1 at Fish-
ing Creek 6-27 July (RD); and 1 on the 
Pitman Creek embayment of Lake Cum-
berland, Pulaski, 15 July (RD). 
 
American White Pelican – 2 were on Ky 
Lake at the US 68/KY 80 bridge, Trigg, 2 
June (DSs, LP); 2 lingering and mal-
nourished birds were retrieved from a 
pond in Calloway 8 June (HC); 28 were 
seen over the Mississippi River, Fulton, 
19 July (HC, ME). 
 
Little Blue Heron – an ad. continued at 
Prospect, Jefferson, to 3 June (JS) with 
perhaps the same bird seen at the Falls of 
the Ohio off and on through July (EHu, 
DSt, et al.); also of interest were 1 at Sau-
erheber 9/12 June (CCr); 2 at Owsley 
Fork Lake, Madison, 26 July (RD) and 1 
at Green River Lake, Adair, 28 July (RD). 
 
Snowy Egret – there were three reports of 
birds away from w. Kentucky: 1 along J. 
Dance Road, w. Henderson, 5 June (CCr); 
1 at the Falls of the Ohio 5 June–29 July 
(DSt, TB, EHu, et al.) with 2 reported 
there 12 June/20 July (TB, CF) and 3 re-
ported there 29 July (SW); and 1 at Guth-
rie Swamp, Todd, 21 July (MBe) with 3 
there 27 July (TD). 
 
Black-crowned Night-Heron – reports of 
interest included the following at sites 
where the species has not been docu-
mented to nest: 2 at the Persimmon Ridge 
Golf Club, Shelby, 6 July (JMn) and 1 at 
Green River Lake, Adair, 7 July (RD). 
 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron – there were 
two reports: 2 along Cypress Creek, Mar-
shall, 12 June (JS) and an ad. at the Falls 
of the Ohio 10 June/3 July (MAu, ph. TB, 
et al.). 
 
Black Vulture – a tally of 225 at Wises 
Landing along the Ohio River, Trimble, 
15 July (MC) was extraordinary for sum-
mer. 
 
Mississippi Kite – there were two reports of 
birds away from known breeding areas: an 
unspecified number at Sinclair WMA, 
Muhlenberg, during mid-June (EW); and 
1 at Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 22 June 
(ph. BP). 
 
Osprey – reports of interest included 1 at 
Lexington 20 June/26 July (SM, RB) and 
1 at Lake Linville, Rockcastle, 26 July 
(RD). 
 
Bald Eagle – the nesting pair at Shipping-
port Island, Jefferson, was successful in 
fledging at least one young (TB et al.). 
 
Sandhill Crane – 4 birds were present near 
Waverly, Union, 1-19 June (BT, ph. AG) 
and may have been summering. 
 
 
Mississippi Kite, Jefferson 
22 June 2012 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
 
 
Sandhill Cranes, Union 
10 June 2012 
Alan Gehret 
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Purple Gallinule – 1 was present on a pond 
near Sharkey, Rowan, 5-16 July (MW, ph. 
JS/CS). KBRC review required. 
 
Common Gallinule – there was one report: 
1 at the KY 502 crossing of Clear Creek, 
Hopkins, 6 June (JMr). 
 
American Coot – there were five reports of 
lingering birds: 5 at Melco 4 June (EHu, 
MC) with 1 still there 5 June (BP); 1 at 
Pumphouse Pond, Pulaski (RD) and 2 at 
Kuttawa (JS), both 12 June; 1 at Camp 
Ernst Lake, Boone, 18 June (LM); and up 
to 5 at Pond Creek Marsh, Sauerheber, 
through June and early July (ph. CCr) 
with 3 last seen there 20 July (CCr). 
 
Franklin’s Gull – 1 was present at the Lou-
isville landfill, s. Jefferson, 3-7 June (ph. 
RA). 
 
Ring-billed Gull – 5 were still at the Falls 
of the Ohio 7 June (JG, CF) with 1 still 
there 12 June (TB, CF); as is the norm, a 
few were present on Ky Lake and Lake 
Barkley, Lyon, during June; ca. 250 had 
returned to Ky Lake by 26 July (HC). 
 
Herring Gull – an imm. (probably second-
year) was present at the Falls of the Ohio 
off and on from early June to 3 July (GH, 
TB, CF, et al.) with 2 imms. there 10 June 
(MAu). 
 
Black Tern – 2 were observed downstream 
of Kentucky Bend on the Mississippi 
River, Fulton, 5 June (EHa). 
 
Least Tern – low water during the season 
allowed for nesting to occur at no fewer 
than 18 sites on the lower Ohio and Mis-
sissippi Rivers, but it also allowed for ac-
cess by predators and humans to some 
sites, resulting in diminishment of nesting 
success (JBr); the two largest colonies 
involved 400-500 pairs along the west 
side of Kentucky Bend, Fulton, and near 
Island No. 1, Carlisle (JBr); other sites all 
harbored from several to fewer than 100 
pairs. A few birds again attempted to nest 
on a gravel bar just into Indiana waters on 
the Ohio River downstream from Lewis-
port, Hancock (DA). 
 
Semipalmated Plover – 1 se. of Mt. Zion, 
Allen, 3 June (MBr) was the latest to be 
reported. 
Spotted Sandpiper – a lingering bird was 
present at Melco to 20 June (EHu) with-
out evidence of nesting; earliest returning 
fall migrants included singles at Fishing 
Creek 6 July (RD), Minor Clark 7 July 
(JS), and on the Green River at Figett 
Bend, Hart, 8 July (JS). 
 
Solitary Sandpiper – 1 at Minor Clark 7 
July (JS) was the earliest fall migrant to 
be reported. 
 
Lesser Yellowlegs – 2 at Melco 4 June 
(MC) were likely tardy spring migrants; 
16 were at Fishing Creek by 13 July (RD). 
 
Semipalmated Sandpiper – 18 were still at 
Melco 4 June (MC) with 11 there 5 June 
(BP) and 1 last seen there 11 June (EHu, 
TB). 
 
Least Sandpiper – 2 at Fishing Creek 6 July 
(RD) and 4 at Minor Clark 7 July (JS) 
were the earliest returning fall birds; 13 
were at the Falls of the Ohio by 14 July 
(BP). 
 
White-rumped Sandpiper – 2 were seen 
along the Ohio River at Otter Creek Park, 
Meade, 9 June (BW, BBC). 
 
Baird’s Sandpiper – 2 were at the Falls of 
the Ohio 27 July (DSt) with 1 still there 
29 July (TB, CF). 
 
Stilt Sandpiper – 2 at Guthrie Swamp, 
Todd, 22 July (MBe) and 5 on the Ohio 
River, McCracken, 27 July (JBr) were the 
earliest returning fall birds reported.  
 
Short-billed Dowitcher – 2 at Fishing 
Creek 13 July (RD) were the earliest re-
turning fall birds reported. 
 
Wilson’s Phalarope – a female at Melco 4 
June (ph. EHu, MC) was apparently a tar-
dy spring migrant. 
 
Black-billed Cuckoo – there was only one 
report: 1 heard calling at Boone Cliffs 
SNP, Boone, 3 June (JF, LHo). 
 
Barn Owl – there was only one report: a 
family group near Munfordville, Hart, 
during late June (D&CG, fide SK). 
 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird – a female 
used the same nest for the third year in a 
row on a porch at a home in Pewee Val-
ley, Oldham, during the season; she has 
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raised two broods in the nest each year 
(MK, ph. RT). 
 
Olive-sided Flycatcher – 1 seen and heard 
singing at Metropolis Lake SNP, Mc-
Cracken, 19 June (†JS) represented the 
first ever for the state during mid-June. 
 
Willow Flycatcher – 1 along Old KY 90, w. 
of Frazer, Wayne, 1 June (RD) was a local 
first. 
 
Bell’s Vireo – 1 singing w. of Burna, Liv-
ingston, 14 June (BP) was not near known 
breeding areas. 
 
Purple Martin – the near-record heat of 
early July resulted in mortality of some 
nestlings (SM, SF, et al.). Traditional 
roosts began forming by the third week of 
July at several locales, although a roost 
did not form at Lexington this year.  
 
Bank Swallow – 2000–3000 were seen e. of 
the Long Point Unit Reelfoot NWR, Ful-
ton, 26 July (ph. JMr). 
 
Fish Crow – 2 were seen near Bayou, Liv-
ingston, 14 June (BP). 
 
Red-breasted Nuthatch – 1 was heard call-
ing at the traditional nesting area at Rock 
Bridge 2 June (JS). 
 
Sedge Wren – there were three reports: 1 
heard calling at Surrey Hills Farm, Jef-
ferson, 29 July (BP); 1 seen at the Ken 
Unit Peabody WMA, Ohio, 30 July (KH); 
and 1 heard along Utley Road near Clear 
Creek WMA, Hopkins, 31 July (JS). 
 
Chestnut-sided Warbler – a tardy migrant 
or possibly summering bird was seen and 
heard singing at Rock Bridge 2 June (JS). 
 
Cerulean Warbler – an active nest was 
located on the Highland Creek Unit of 
Sloughs WMA, Union, 14 June (ph. CCr); 
it was about 35 ft (10.8 m) up in a sweet-
gum tree. 
 
Wilson’s Warbler – 1 at Blood River 5 
June (HC) represented a new late depar-
ture date for the state by five days. 
 
Bachman’s Sparrow – the only report was 
of 2 birds at Ft. Campbell, Trigg, 3 July 
(DM et al.). 
 
Lark Sparrow – there were five reports: 1 
in n. Calloway 3 June (HC); up to 3 along 
McDonald Landing Road, w. Henderson, 
15 June (ph. CCr) with 4 (likely a family 
group) there 21 July (CCr); 1-4 at Ft. 
Campbell, Trigg, during the season that 
included a pair building a nest 7 June 
(DM); 1 near Dot, Logan, 25 June (FL); 
and 1 just w. of Hickman, Fulton, 31 July 
(JS). 
 
Henslow’s Sparrow – a few in the Land Be-
tween the Lakes Elk-Bison Prairie, Trigg, 
5 June (BL) represented a local first. 
 
Savannah Sparrow – “several” on a farm 
w. of Marksbury, nw. Garrard, 17 June 
(ph. MGa) were likely on territory. 
 
White-throated Sparrow – 1 was reported 
at Maysville, Mason, 15 July (†FS). 
 
White-crowned Sparrow – 1 was seen and 
heard singing at Richmond, Madison, 15 
June (†AN). 
 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak – there were two 
reports: a pair at Boone Cliffs SNP, 
Boone, 3 June (JF, LHo) and 1 at Marcus, 
sw. Pendleton, 4 June (ph. LHa). 
 
Bobolink – there were three reports: a male 
along New Buck Creek Road, Allen, 8 
June (SB); 3 at Clay WMA, Nicholas, 5 
July (MW, MGr, MAs); and “several” 
singing males on a farm w. of Marksbury, 
nw. Garrard, 17 June (ph. MGa). 
 
 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird on nest 
Oldham, June 2012 
Russ Thompson 
96 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 88 
Observers: Ryan Ankeny (RA), Maria Ashcraft (MAs), Michael Autin (MAu), David 
Ayer (DA), Tom Becker (TB), Beckham Bird Club (BBC), Jane Bell (JBe), Pat Bell (PB), 
Mark Bennett (MBe), Matthew Brubaker (MBr), Stephen Brubaker (SB), John Brunjes 
(JBr), Rhonda Bryant (RB), Gerald Burnett (GB), Michael Callan (MC), Hap Chambers 
(HC), Cory Chiappone (CCh), Robert Colvis (RC), Charlie Crawford (CCr), Roseanna 
Denton (RD), Scott Dickman (SD), Tom Durbin (TD), Melissa Easley (ME), Connie 
Farmer (CF), Scott Freidhof (SF), Jon Frodge (JF), Judy Galitzine (JG), Mark Garland 
(MGa), Alan Gehret (AG), Don & Carol Green (D&CG), Micky Greene (MGr), Laura 
Haggarty (LHa), Erin Harper (EHa), Gerald Heath (GH), Kate Heyden (KH), Les Houser 
(LHo), Eddie Huber (EHu), Mary Jane Kinser (MK), Steve Kistler (SK), Kory Knight 
(KK), Bill Lisowky (BL), Frank Lyne (FL), John MacGregor (JMr), John Mann (JMn), 
Scott Marsh (SM), Lee McNeely (LM), Daniel Moss (DM), Andy Newman (AN), Brainard 
Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BP), Leslie Potts (LP), Frances Shirley (FS), Tony Smith (TS), Carol Sole 
(CS), Jeff Sole (JS), Daniel Stephens (DSs), Del Striegel (DSt), Brian Thompson (BT), 
Russ Thompson (RT), Sean Ward (SW), Eric Williams (EW), Barbara Woerner (BW), 
Mike Wright (MW). 
 
KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
FALL 2012 MEETING 
 
Mammoth Cave National Park 
September 28-30, 2012 
 
Blaine Ferrell, Recording Secretary 
 
 Registration for the meeting opened at 6:00 p.m. on Friday September 28, 2012 at the 
Mammoth Cave National Park lodge lobby. The Friday evening meeting was held in the 
conference room. Vice President Steve Kistler called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. He 
began the program by presenting a photographic quiz on Kentucky birds.  
 The speaker for the evening was Chris Sloan, a member of the Tennessee Ornitholog-
ical Society. His talk included a number of excellent photographs of the birds of the 
Galapagos Islands. After a brief history of the geological formation of the archipelago, he 
gave a travelogue of his journey among the islands last November. There are 32 endemic 
species with each island hosting its own species. He presented slides of endemics and other 
birds of interest, as well as crabs, iguanas and other wildlife. Mr. Sloan described the char-
acteristics of each of the Darwin Finches as well as the habitat they prefer. It was an excel-
lent and informative talk which generated many questions from KOS members.  
 Vice President Steve Kistler informed the audience regarding field trips planned for 
Saturday morning in Mammoth Cave National Park, led by Jane and Pat Bell, Tom Durbin 
and Lee McNeely. The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m. and was followed by a social hour. 
 Field trips left the lodge at 8:00 a.m. on Saturday morning. The Board met in the lodge 
conference room. The Board meeting was called to order by President Besse at 2:05 p.m. 
and adjourned at 3:47 p.m. 
 The Saturday evening business meeting was held in lodge conference room. Carol 
Besse called the meeting to order at 7:17 p.m. and began the meeting by thanking Steve 
Kistler, Vice President, for the work he did organizing the meeting. She introduced Steve 
Kistler, Chair of the Nominating Committee, who presented the slate of officers on behalf 
nominating committee members, Scott Marsh, and Mark Bennett. The slate consisted of 
Carol Besse to continue as President, Steve Kistler to continue as Vice President, Brainard 
Palmer-Ball as Treasurer, Lee McNeely as Corresponding Secretary, Blaine Ferrell as 
Recording Secretary, and Jane and Pat Bell as Councilors. Carol Besse thanked retiring 
councilors Mary Yandell and Mark Bennett for their service. Fred Busroe recommended 
that nominations cease and the slate was accepted by acclamation.  
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 Carol Besse introduced the guest speaker, Dr. Jeb Barzen, director of Field Ecology for 
the International Crane Foundation in Baraboo, Wisconsin. He gave an excellent presen-
tation on Sandhill Cranes. He discussed how his group looks for ways to address human-
crane conflicts across the world, particularly regarding crop damage. He used an example of 
a win-win solution the ICF brokered in Vietnam that resulted in economic benefits to 
people and habitat preservation for cranes. In the United States, he described a program to 
address damage to corn crops by cranes that involves treating seeds with anthroquinones 
that deter the birds from pulling up corn seedlings. The crop treatment allows cranes to 
enter cornfields and forage on other foods without causing damage to seedlings. Although 
the ICF is neutral on the subject on crane hunting, Mr. Barzen addressed the topic by enu-
merating the three reasons that are generally used to justify hunting: 1) to stop crop damage, 
2) to keep populations under control, and/or 3) because people want to. Crop damage can be 
stopped using programs like the one he described. He indicated that cranes can live for up 
to 23 years and the population is currently self-regulating in Wisconsin due to the limi-
tations on suitable habitat for breeding territories. Therefore, Sandhill Crane hunting comes 
down to the third reason and people need to work together to decide how they want to use 
this resource. There were many questions after this timely and engaging presentation.  
 Blaine Ferrell compiled the list of birds observed during Friday and Saturday field 
trips. There was a total of 86 species observed. Eight additional species were added to the 
list on Sunday field trips.  
 Steve Kistler announced the field trips for Sunday morning set for 8:00 a.m. Lee 
McNeely and Scott Marsh led trips near the park visitor’s area and Blaine Ferrell led a trip 
to a prairie restoration project near the entrance to Mammoth Cave National Park. Jeff Sole 
explained the history of this prairie restoration project and how the Nature Conservancy 
played a major role in its establishment. The meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
  
Attendance at the Fall 2012 K.O.S. Meeting 
 
Bagdad: Horace Brown 
Bowling Green: Tom Durbin, Blaine Ferrell 
Burlington: Lee McNeely 
Carlisle: Ginny & Wendell Kingsolver 
Danville: Ginny & Neil Eklund 
Elizabethtown: Janet Gebler 
Frankfort: Kay Harker, Jessi Miller, Jeff Sole 
Glasgow: Linda Craiger, Sandra Moss 
Greenville: Steve & Teresa Graham 
Lawrenceburg: Terry Anderson 
Lexington: Rhonda Bryant, Phyllis Deal, Scott Marsh, Ronan O’Carra, Joe 
Swanson, Bobbi & Lou Shain, Jim Williams 
Louisville: Jane & Pat Bell, Carl & JoAnn Bochmann, Carol Besse, Richard 
Cassell, Eddie Huber, Ben & Mary Yandell 
Morehead: Fred, Joanna, & Katie Busroe 
Munfordville: Janet & Steve Kistler 
Murray: Kandy Carstens, Hap Chambers, Kathy Cohen, Melissa Easley, 
Bonnie & Sam McNeely 
Prospect: Win Ahrens 
Science Hill: Roseanna Denton 
Upton: Bonnie Avery 
Columbia, MO: Edge & Jerry Wade 
Duluth, MN: Seth Spencer 
Floyds Knobs, IN: Tom Becker, Colleen Craven-Becker 
Nashville, TN: Chris Sloan 
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Birds Observed at the Fall 2012 K.O.S. Meeting 
Mammoth Cave National Park 
 
The following species were observed by KOS members during the weekend of 28-30 Sep-
tember 2012 at Mammoth Cave National Park: Canada Goose, Wild Turkey, Double-
crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Bald Eagle, Sharp-
shinned Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed 
Hawk, American Kestrel, Merlin, Killdeer, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Eastern 
Screech-Owl, Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hum-
mingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated 
Woodpecker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested Flycatcher, White-eyed 
Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American 
Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nut-
hatch, Carolina Wren, Winter Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Eastern Bluebird, Gray-
cheeked Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Nor-
thern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, Cedar Waxwing, Golden-winged 
Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Northern Parula, Chestnut-sided Warbler, 
Magnolia Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Black-throated 
Green Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Pine Warbler, Palm 
Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, American Redstart, Ovenbird, 
Common Yellowthroat, Hooded Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tan-
ager, Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated 
Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, 
Eastern Meadowlark, Common Grackle, Baltimore Oriole, American Goldfinch, and House 
Sparrow. The total number of species for the weekend was 92. 
 
14TH REPORT OF THE KENTUCKY BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 
 
Ben Yandell, KBRC Secretary-Chair 
 
 The Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) maintains the official list of bird spe-
cies documented as having occurred within the state. The committee receives documenta-
tion of bird observations and takes formal votes to determine whether the documentation 
substantiates the natural occurrence of the species in the wild and within state boundaries. 
Only rare, out-of-season, or out-of-area species require review by the KBRC. The most 
recent previously published KBRC report appeared in 2009 (Yandell, B. The Kentucky 
Warbler 85(4):99-103).  A list of review species is maintained online at kybirdrecords.org. 
 This report covers votes conducted from October 2009 to April 2012. The report 
includes 88 approved reports, five reports that were not accepted, and one previously ac-
cepted report that was removed from the state’s official list. About 70 reports are pending 
committee action. 
 These actions by the KBRC add five species to the official Kentucky list: Black-
bellied Whistling-Duck, Ferruginous Hawk, Mew Gull, Parasitic Jaeger, and Gray King-
bird. In concert with action by the Tennessee Bird Records Committee, KBRC re-reviewed 
and removed Masked Duck from the state’s list.  The official Kentucky list now stands at 
384 species. Committee members participating in these actions were Hap Chambers, Rose-
anna Denton, Eddie Huber, Larry Peavler, David Roemer, and Ben Yandell (Secretary-
Chair).  
 Each report listed below is in the following sequence: Scientific Name. English Name 
(# if >1) [KBRC report #]; Date(s) present; Location, County name; [Reporter(s) initials 
(†=written documentation; ph=photograph; vt=videotape)]. 
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Accepted Reports: 
 
Dendrocygna autumnalis. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (5) [#2010.016] 20 May 2010; Nr. Rumsey, 
McLean [MG (ph)] 
Dendrocygna autumnalis. Black-bellied Whistling-Duck [#2010.018] 13-19 June 2010; McElroy 
Lake [DR (†/ph)] 
Anas penelope. Eurasian Wigeon [#2008.010] 17 Mar 1988; Ohio River above Meldahl Dam, 
Bracken [JS (†)] 
Anas rubripes. Mottled Duck [#2009.018] 31 Jul 2009; Lake No. 9 [DR (†/ph)] 
Anas rubripes. Mottled Duck [#2010.020] 3-7 July 2010; McElroy Lake [DR (†/ph)] 
Anas rubripes. Mottled Duck [#2010.023] 10-12 July 2010; KY 94 at Mud Creek, Fulton [BY (†/ph), 
MY (ph), EH, HC (ph)] 
Anas cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal [#2008.014] 15 Apr 2008; McElroy Lake [DR (ph)] 
Bucephala islandica. Barrow's Goldeneye [#2009.038] 11 Dec 2009; Kentucky Lake above dam, 
Marshall [DR (†)] 
Gavia pacifica. Pacific Loon [#2009.030] 13-17 Oct 2009; Barren River Lake [DR (ph), DB] 
Gavia pacifica. Pacific Loon [#2009.040] 16-19+ Dec 2009; Kentucky Lake, Marshall [DR (ph), EH 
(ph), et al.] 
Gavia pacifica. Pacific Loon [#2010.009] 23-24 April 2010; Cave Run Lake, Bath [BP (ph), EH] 
Podiceps grisegena. Red-necked Grebe [#2008.050] 17-20 Dec 2008; Green River Lake, Taylor [EH 
(ph), BP (ph)] 
Aechmophorus sp. Western/Clark's Grebe [#2010.019] 4 May 2010; Kentucky Lake above dam, 
Marshall [K&MC (†)] 
Anhinga anhinga. Anhinga [#2009.005] 26 Mar 2009; US 51 nw. of Wickliffe, Ballard [JB (†)] 
Anhinga anhinga. Anhinga [#2009.016] 13 Jul 2009; Long Point Unit [DR (†)] 
Pelecanus occidentalis. Brown Pelican [#2008.049] 10-22 Dec 2008; Kentucky Dam [HC (ph), ME] 
Pelecanus occidentalis. Brown Pelican [#2009.007] 23-25 April 2009; Lake Cumberland, Russell 
[T&CS (ph)] 
Pelecanus occidentalis. Brown Pelican [#2009.008] 6-8 May 2009; Cave Run Lake, Bath [CL (ph)] 
Pelecanus occidentalis. Brown Pelican [#2009.009] 16 May–12 June 2009; Lake Carnico, Nicholas 
[W&VK, WH, ph. MMo (ph), et al.] 
Pelecanus occidentalis. Brown Pelican [#2009.010] 13 Jul 2009; Ohio River at Dayton, Campbell [FR 
(ph)] 
Pelecanus occidentalis. Brown Pelican [#2009.011] 14 Jul 2009; Ohio River above Charlestown, IN, 
Oldham [WB (†/ph)] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis [#2009.019] 21-22 Aug 2009; Melco [BP (ph), EH (ph), et al.] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis [#2009.021] 26-27 Aug 2009; Pitman Creek, Taylor [RK, JM (ph)] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis [#2009.033] 11-21 Nov 2009; Cave Run Lake, Bath [JW (†), RJ (ph)] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis (3) [#2010.021] 6 Jul 2010; Lake No. 9 [HC (†/ph), ME] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis [#2010.022] 8-21 July 2010; Falls of the Ohio [EH (†/ph)] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis (1-3) [#2010.024] 11-15 July 2010; KY 739 pond, Logan [DR (†/ph), 
MBe, FL, et al.] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis (6) [#2010.026] 13-18 July 2010; McElroy Lake [D&SH, EH (ph), et al.] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis [#2010.027] 20 Jul 2010; Morgan Pond, Christian [DR (†/ph), TD, et al.] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis [#2010.028] 5 Aug 2010; Lake No. 9 [DR (†/ph)] 
Eudocimus albus. White Ibis (9) [#2010.032] 18-19 Aug 2010; Nr. Obion WMA, Fulton [RD, HC, et 
al.] 
Plegadis chihi. White-faced Ibis [#2009.027] 10-15 Oct 2009; Sauerheber [DR (ph), BY (ph), et al.] 
Plegadis sp. Plegadis ibis [#2010.007] 17 Apr 2010 Sauerheber [DR (†), DA] 
Buteo regalis. Ferruginous Hawk [#2012.003] mid-Feb–12 May 2012; Cincinnati/N. Ky Airport, 
Boone [RC (ph), et al.] 
Coturnicops noveboracensis. Yellow Rail [#2007.019] 23 Mar 2007; Rural ne. Crittenden [BMh (†)] 
Porphyrio martinicus. Purple Gallinule [#2010.010] 3 May 2010; Sauerheber Unit [CC (ph), EH] 
Porphyrio martinicus. Purple Gallinule [#2010.011] 4-8 May 2010; McElroy Lake [DR (ph), et al.] 
Porphyrio martinicus. Purple Gallinule [#2010.012] 6-8 May 2010; Nr. Petersburg, Boone [LM, KCa 
(vt), JCm] 
Xema sabini. Sabine's Gull [#2009.022] 8 Sep 2009; Camp #9, Union [BP (ph)] 
Hydrocoloeus minutus. Little Gull [#2010.005] 23-24 Jan 2010; Honker Bay, Lyon [BY (ph), MY, 
EH] 
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Larus canus. Mew Gull [#2009.031] 18 Oct 2009; Barren River Lake [DR (ph.)] 
Larus canus. Mew Gull [#2010.041] 18-24 Oct 2010; Barren River Lake [DR (ph.)] 
Larus californicus. California Gull [#2009.032] 19 Oct–3 Nov 2009; Barren River Lake [DR (ph.)] 
Larus californicus. California Gull [#2010.004] 19-23 Jan 2010; Kentucky Dam [BP (†), EH] 
Larus glaucoides. Iceland Gull [#2009.002] 26, 31 Jan 2009; Kentucky Dam [BP (†), EH (ph)] 
Larus fuscus. Lesser Black-backed Gull [#2009.043] 16-31 Oct 2009; Barren River Lake [DR (†/ph.)] 
Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull [#2007.041] 16-17 Nov 2007; Kentucky Dam [BP (†)] 
Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull [#2009.003] 29 Jan–11 May 2009; Kentucky Dam [DR 
(ph.), et al.] 
Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull [#2009.034] 21-26 Nov 2009; Falls of the Ohio [MA, BY 
(ph), MY, EH] 
Larus marinus. Great Black-backed Gull [#2010.003] 14 Jan 2010; Smithland Dam, Livingston [TD 
(†)] 
Pluvialis squatarola. Black-bellied Plover (4) [#2008.047] 25 Nov–14 Dec 2008; Jonathan Creek, 
Marshall [HC (†), et al.] 
Tringa solitaria. Solitary Sandpiper [#2008.048] 17 Dec 2008; Dewey Lake, Warren [BF (†)] 
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel [#2010.006] 12 Apr 2010; Lexington, Fayette [DSv (†)] 
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel (3) [#2010.014] 15 May 2010; Nr. Open Pond, Fulton [MY, BY (†)] 
Numenius phaeopus. Whimbrel [#2010.025] 13 Jul 2010; McElroy Lake [DR (†/ph)] 
Limosa haemastica. Hudsonian Godwit [#2009.023] 17-21 Sep 2009; Ballard WMA, Ballard [DM 
(ph)] 
Limosa haemastica. Hudsonian Godwit (4) [#2010.017] 3-4 June 10;McElroy Lake [DR (ph)] 
Limosa fedoa. Marbled Godwit [#2008.033] 26 Apr 2008; Falls of the Ohio [DSt (†), T&CB] 
Phalaropus lobatus. Red-necked Phalarope [#2009.024] 21-27 Sept 2009; Falls of the Ohio [BP (ph) 
et al.] 
Phalaropus fulicarius. Red Phalarope [#2009.026] 1-2 Oct 2009; Melco [MA, EH (ph), et al.] 
Stercorarius parasiticus. Parasitic Jaeger [#2011.019] 10-14 Sept 11; Barren River Lake [DR, MY 
(ph.), et al.] 
Stercorarius longicaudus. Long-tailed Jaeger [#2011.018] 10 Sep 2011; Barren River Lake [DR, MY 
(ph.), et al.] 
Zenaida asiatica. White-winged Dove [#2009.020] 23 Aug 2009; Independence, Kenton [DM (†)] 
Columbina inca. Inca Dove [#2010.033] 19 Aug 2010; Lower Hickman Bottoms, Fulton [MMo, BP 
(†), EH] 
Chordeiles minor. Common Nighthawk [#2009.036] 1 Dec 2009; Louisville Landfill, Jefferson [RA 
(†/ph.)] 
Sayornis saya. Say's Phoebe [#2009.025] 26 Sep 2009; LBL Nature Station, Lyon [K&MC (†), et al.] 
Sayornis saya. Say's Phoebe [#2009.028] 11 Oct 2009; Camp #9, Union [BP (ph), EH (ph)] 
Sayornis saya. Say's Phoebe [#2010.034] 11 Sep 2010; Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson [BP (ph)] 
Tyrannus verticalis. Western Kingbird [#2009.013] 9 May 2009; East Bend Power Station, Boone 
[LM, KCa (ph.)] 
Tyrannus verticalis. Western Kingbird [#2010.008] 22 Apr 2010; Nr. Maynard, Allen [DR (ph.)] 
Tyrannus dominicensis. Gray Kingbird [#2011.007] 24-26 April 2011; Nr. Rabbit Hash, Boone [LM 
(†), JCm (ph.)] 
Lanius excubitor. Northern Shrike [#2008.007] 2-5 Feb 2008; Tom Sawyer SP, Jefferson [CBo (†), 
EH (†)] 
Lanius excubitor. Northern Shrike [#2009.004] 4-5 March 2009; Melco [EH (ph), BP (ph), et al.] 
Vireo griseus. White-eyed Vireo [#2009.037] 11 Dec 2009; Kendall Recreation Area, Russell [RD (†)] 
Poecile atricapillus. Black-capped Chickadee [#2007.044] 5 Dec 2007; Yatesville Lake WMA, 
Lawrence [BP (†)] 
Poecile atricapillus. Black-capped Chickadee [#2008.006] 2 Feb–1 Mar 2008; Blaine, Lawrence [EH 
(ph), BP (†)] 
Oreothlypis ruficapilla. Nashville Warbler [#2008.051] 27 Dec 2008; Ryle Road, Boone [LM (†)] 
Geothlypis philadelphia. Mourning Warbler [#2005.025] 17 Dec 2005; Jonathan Creek Bottom, 
Marshall [CM (†)] 
Setophaga dominica. Yellow-throated Warbler [#2009.035] 26 Nov 2009; Russellville, Logan [MBe 
(†)] 
Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow [#2008.046] 3 Oct 2008; Melco [EH, BP (†)] 
Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow (4) [#2009.012] 8 May 2009; Lexington Cemetery [JS (ph)] 
Zonotrichia querula. Harris's sparrow [#2010.002] 3-30 Jan 2010; Crestwood, Oldham [JCl (ph)] 
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Piranga rubra. Summer Tanager [#2010.001] 19 Dec 2009–4 Jan 2010; Frankfort, Franklin [MS 
(ph)] 
Pheucticus melanocephalus. Black-headed Grosbeak [#2009.017] 2 May 2009; Frankfort, Franklin 
[JF (†)] 
Passerina ciris. Painted Bunting [#2009.006] 27 Apr 1997; W. of Science Hill, Pulaski [RD (†)] 
Passerina ciris. Painted Bunting [#2009.014] 9 May 2009; N. of Murray, Calloway [MMi (†)] 
Spiza americana. Dickcissel [#2009.001] 16-17 Jan 2009; Pleasant Hill Church Rd., Trigg [P&BL 
(ph)] 
Spiza americana. Dickcissel [#2009.039] 14 Dec 2009; Kendall Recreation Area, Russell [RD (†)] 
 
Unaccepted Reports: 
 
Nomonyx dominicus. Masked Duck [#2009.041] 15 Apr 1974; Long Point Unit [WF (†), PC (ph/†)] 
Cynanthus latirostris. Broad-billed Hummingbird [#2010.044] 30 Oct–7 Nov 2010; Madisonville, 
Hopkins [BJ (ph)] 
Polioptila caerulea. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher [#2006.022] 17 Dec 2005; Off Simpson Ln., Madison 
[BMx, KN] 
Turdus grayi. Clay-colored Thrush [#2009.042] 15 Oct 2002; Clay's Ferry, Fayette [DF, SM] 
Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow [#2010.040] 15 Oct 2010; Melco [MA (†)] 
Spizella pallida. Clay-colored Sparrow [#2004.005] 7 May 2004; Clay WMA, Nicholas [KS (†)] 
 
 Locations: Barren River Lake, Allen/Barren; McElroy Lake, Warren; Falls of the 
Ohio, Jefferson; Kentucky Dam, Livingston/Marshall; Lake No. 9, Fulton; Lexington, Fay-
ette; Long Point Unit, Reelfoot NWR, Fulton; Melco, Melco Flood Retention Basin, 
Jefferson; Sauerheber Unit, Sloughs WMA, Henderson. 
 Reporters: Ryan Ankeny (RA), Michael Autin (MA), David Ayer (DA), Wanda 
Bartholomai (WB), Tom & Colleen Becker (T&CB), Mark Bennett (MBe), Carl Bochmann 
(CBo), David Brown (DB), John Brunjes (JB), John Callahan (JCl), Joe Caminiti (JCm), 
Kathy Caminiti (KCa), Hap Chambers (HC), Kathy & Michael Cohen (K&MC), Charlie 
Crawford (CC), Paul Crawford (PC), Rodney Crice (RC), Roseanna Denton (RD), Tom 
Durbin (TD), Melissa Easley (ME), Blaine Ferrell (BF), David Fine (DF), William Fintel 
(WF), Jim Fries (JF), Melissa Gaither (MG), Wendell Haag (WH), Debbie & Steve 
Hamilton (D&SH), Eddie Huber (EH), Becky Jackson (BJ), Rachel Jenkins (RJ), Richie 
Kessler (RK), Wendell & Virginia Kingsolver (W&VK), Chris Leffler (CL), Paula & Bill 
Lisowsky (P&BL), Frank Lyne (FL), Bill Mahan (BMh), Don Martin (DM), Betty Maxson 
(BMx), John McDermond (JM), Lee McNeely (LM), Mike Miller (MMi), Mark Monroe 
(MMo), Steve Morrison (SM), Carl Mowery (CM), Kay Neikirk (KN), Brainard Palmer-
Ball, Jr. (BP), Frank Renfrow (FR), David Roemer (DR), Mike Schillhahn (MS), Kurt 
Schwarz (KS), Jay Stenger (JS), Del Striegel (DSt), Tom & Carol Stroud (T&CS), Dave 
Svetich (DSv), Joe Swanson (JS), Jim Williams (JW), Ben Yandell (BY), Mary Yandell 
(MY). 
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FIELD NOTE 
 
Correction of Possible Peregrine Falcon Nesting Site in Western Virginia 
 
 In The Birds of Kentucky (Mengel 1965), Robert Mengel notes the observation of what 
appeared to be a family group of two adults and three juvenile Peregrine Falcons (Falco 
peregrinus) 3 June 1952 in western Virginia “at a series of cliffs astride the Kentucky–
Virginia line.” Presumably because he did not want any harm to come to falcons utilizing 
the nest site in future years, Mengel did not divulge the exact location of his observation. 
 In more recent ornithological literature (Palmer-Ball 1996; Dzialak et al. 2005) the 
author of this note was responsible for the uncorroborated inference that the location of 
Mengel’s observation of the Peregrine Falcons was a massive sandstone outcrop referred to 
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as White Rocks in Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, thus in Lee County, Virginia, 
just outside of Harlan County, Kentucky. The inference was based on the general scarcity of 
potential breeding habitat along the Kentucky–Virginia border, as well as the more recent 
sighting of a Peregrine Falcon at that location (Palmer-Ball 1996). 
 During early October 2012, Sergio Harding with the Virginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries, contacted Palmer-Ball to inquire as to the evidence that led him to infer 
that the location of Mengel’s observation was, in fact, White Rocks. Having nothing sub-
stantial, both Harding and Palmer-Ball delved a bit deeper into the question. 
 Based on evidence contained within The Birds of Kentucky, Harding suggested that the 
location of the Peregrine Falcon family in 1952 was more likely a series of sandstone out-
croppings at Breaks Interstate Park, just outside Pike County, Kentucky, in Buchanan 
County, Virginia. Harding attempted to determine Robert Mengel’s whereabouts on 3 June 
1952 by searching the dates of field work given in The Birds of Kentucky. Interestingly, the 
search placed him near Breaks Interstate Park on that date, this thanks to Mengel’s obser-
vations of Belted Kingfishers (Megaceryle alcyon) near Ashcamp, Pike County. This is, in 
fact, the only other species and location reported in Birds of Kentucky for 3 June 1952. A 
search of days on either side of 3 June 1952 place Mengel at other locations, primarily on 
Black Mountain, Harlan County. Thus, while still inconclusive, the vicinity of Breaks Inter-
state Park seems much more plausible than White Rocks as the location of his sighting. 
 Based on this analysis, the author hopes that the incorrect inference of White Rocks 
being the likely location of Robert Mengel’s 1952 observation of a presumed family of 
Peregrine Falcons will not be perpetuated, and profusely thanks Sergio Harding for bringing 
this error to his attention. 
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Black-bellied Whistling-Ducks, Hardin 
13 July 2012 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
 
Purple Gallinule, Rowan 
7 July 2012 
Carol & Jeff Sole 
 
Red-breasted Mergansers, Kentucky Dam 
12 June 2012 
Jeff Sole 
 
Wilson’s Phalarope, Jefferson 
4 June 2012 
Eddie Huber 
 
Cerulean Warbler at nest, Union 
14 June 2012 
Charlie Crawford 
 
Franklin’s Gull, Jefferson 
3 June 2012 
Ryan Ankeny 
